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Clean Clothes 

Zechariah 3:1-10 
 
(Show slide 1 as soon as the sermon starts) 
 
If you have ever experienced imposter syndrome you will know 
how devastating and disabling it can be.  
 
Here's the definition according to our friends at Wikipedia, 
“Imposter syndrome is a psychological experience where people 
doubt their skills or success and feel like a fraud, despite proof that 
they are competent.” 
 
Having imposter syndrome is very different from being genuinely 
ill equipped for a particular role.  
 
Change to slide 2 For example, if I was accidently picked to 
represent my country at the Winter Olympics Ski Jump then I 
should be extremely worried because there will come a moment 
when everyone realises I have no right to be there! 
 
Change to slide 3 On a typical Sunday in church there will normally 
be people who fall into the spiritual equivalents of both those 
categories.  
 
●​ There will be some who are experiencing spiritual imposter 

syndrome 
●​ There will be some who are not yet genuinely equipped to be in 

the presence of a holy God 
 
For both of those positions the same thing is required. We need to 
be reminded of the genuine and liberating way God wants us to 
relate to him. When we grasp hold of that, those suffering from 
imposter syndrome will be helped and those not yet prepared will 
see the beautiful way God has made it all possible.  



2 
In this chapter of Zechariah we are presented with God’s solution 
to the problem we have. 
 
Remember it’s apocalyptic literature so the core truths are 
presented in a highly visual style. However, at the heart of this 
chapter is the salvation plan of God.  
 
My prayer is that we will discover, appreciate, understand,, and love 
the way that God has made it possible for guilty sinners like you and 
me to be in his presence forever. 
 
To help us get to that place we’re going to focus on this chapter in 
two sections. 
 
●​ The problem we face (Vs 1-3) 
●​ The solution God provides (Vs 4-10) 
 
Change to slide 4 First, the problem we face (Vs 1-3) 
 
Look at verse 1. Read verses 1 to 3. 
 
Straight away we are presented with three critical characters. 
 
●​ Joshua the high priest 
●​ The angel of the LORD 
●​ Satan 
 
The scene before us is not a sweet catch up over coffee between 
these three personal friends. 
 
No, it is more like a court room where Joshua is the criminal on trial 
before the Angel of the LORD and Satan is the prosecuting attorney. 
 
The reason for the trial is because of what Joshua is wearing. 
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This is not a judgement about his fashion choice.  
 
Listen again to verse 3, “Joshua was dressed in filthy clothes as he 
stood before the angel of the Lord.” 
 
He should have been dressed in robes of beauty, clothing fit for his 
office as the high priest of God’s people. But instead his robes are 
filthy and so he is disqualified for performing his role. 
 
Remember this is a vision rather than a video of what he was 
caught wearing to work.  
 
HIs true condition before God was not purity but pollution. 
 
To the outward eye he would have looked fantastic. But God shines 
his true spiritual scanner over Joshua and we see his true condition.  
 
It’s not just him. This is also what the people of God are like! 
 
Left to ourselves we are not fit to be in God’s holy presence. 
 
This is not spiritual imposter syndrome. No, this is spiritual reality. 
 
Satan is famous for telling lies. However, in this instance he tells the 
truth. The evidence is obvious for everyone to see. The high priest 
and his people are obviously guilty as charged. And so Satan doesn’t 
have to make anything up. He simply has to point to the clothes!  
 
How did Joshua respond? He said absolutely nothing. He kept his 
mouth shut. He didn’t speak up and play the comparison games. 
“Hey, wait a minute Satan. I admit I’m not perfect but I’m not such a 
bad guy. I’ve never committed adultery. I’ve never murdered anyone. 
I go to church every week. I sing in tune. I pay my taxes. My carbon 
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footprint is very low.” No, Joshua didn’t say a word. Why? He knew 
he was guilty. He could see and, no doubt, smell his filthy garments. 
 
The outcome of this case seems inevitable. Objective guilt should 
lead to certain punishment. There should be no way that Joshua is 
walking out of this court to continue serving God in his holy 
presence.  
 
And yet here is the big surprise. The LORD raises his voice and 
rebukes the one who accuses his people. 
 
Verse 2, “The LORD rebuke you, Satan! The LORD, who has chosen 
Jerusalem, rebuke you! Is not this man a burning stick snatched 
from the fire?”  
 
God has rescued his sinful people. He knows what they are like. The 
implication is that he has a plan that will ensure that they can exist 
joyfully and justly in his presence. 
 
Change to slide 5 Second, the solution God provides (Vs 4-10) 
 
Look at verse 4. Read verses 4 and 5. 
 
God’s provision for his peoples’ problem is very different from the 
traditional religious remedy.  
 
It’s true that countless religious people recognise the problem of 
our human spiritual pollution. However, the standard way of trying 
to solve it is by adopting some form of self-improvement. That we 
try our best to clean ourselves up, whether that’s by external ritual or 
internal changes.  
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However, God’s way is much more wonderful!  Did you notice that 
Joshua is passive throughout his spiritual cleansing?. He does not 
get involved. It is all done for him and to him. He contributes 
nothing to his spiritual decontamination.  
 
No. somehow his sin is taken away and dealt with. And then he is 
given the finest and purest garments to wear.  
 
At this point we’re not told exactly how all this will work. However, 
we are presented with the pattern for how God will save his 
polluted people.  
 
It won’t be by their own effort and it won’t be a deliberate 
concealing of the truth. 
 
No, God’s solution will enable sin to be dealt with once and for all 
and perfect purity to be given to those who once were defiled. 
 
Will this mean people will just live as they want? Is this grace not 
dangerous for personal holiness? 
 
Look at verse 6. Read verses 6 and 7. 
 
Joshua is to be motivated by his recent cleansing. The gratitude of 
being completely forgiven is supposed to propel him forward into a 
life of active service.  
 
Why would we want to remain sinning? This is not a free pass to 
run back into the dungeon again. No, this is God’s beautiful way of 
helping us to live in the way we were created with the full assurance 
of our salvation! 
 
Now you may have noticed the conditional nature of the promise in 
verse 7.  
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God says to Joshua, “If you will walk in my ways and keep my 
requirements, then you will govern my house and have charge of  
my courts, and I will give you a place among those standing here..” 
 
This doesn’t mean Joshua, or anyone else for that matter, can earn 
their place in God’s eternal future by keeping the commandments. 
We’ve already seen that Joshua is made fit for purpose solely by God 
himself. Joshua is passive throughout the whole episode. 
 
What are we to make of this conditional promise? Well, the Bible 
is very clear that although we do not earn our future inheritance by 
what we do, we show by our obedience to God’s commandments 
that we are genuinely one of God’s people. 
 
Listen to what the apostle Paul says in the book of Colossians 
1:21-23, “Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in 
your minds, as shown by your evil behaviour. But now he has 
reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through death to present 
you holy in his sight, without blemish and free from accusation, if 
you continue in your faith, established and firm, not moved from the 
hope held out in the gospel.” 
 
Do you see his point? We show we have been reconciled to God by 
the fact that we continue following Christ until we see him face to 
face. And then because of what Christ has achieved for us, and not 
because of what we have achieved for him, we will enter into the 
heavenly future completely fit for purpose.  
 
So far in Zechariah chapter 3 we’ve seen the pattern of God’s 
salvation plan for his people. However, in verses 8 to 10 we are given 
a line of sight to the person who will make it all happen. 
 
Look at verse 8. Read verses 8 to 10. 
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This is a truly amazing prediction of what God will do in the future. 
 
A person will come who will perfectly complete what has been 
illustrated by the vision in Zechariah chapter 3. 
 
This person will have two titles. My servant and the Branch. 
 
Servant. This title is taken from the book of Isaiah. One of the most 
famous references is in Isaiah 53, where we meet a figure who 
would come and die in the place of his people so that they would be 
rescued from the consequences of their sinful rebellion. 
 
Branch. There are various scattered references but the most famous 
reference is found in Jeremiah 23:5-6, “The days are coming, 
declares the Lord, when I will raise up to David a righteous Branch, a 
King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land. 
In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. This is the 
name by which he will be called: The LORD Our Righteousness.” 
 
This is such a major prediction from God that he gave Joshua a 
special stone where it seems he engraved a reminder of the 
promise.  
 
It's like a wedding ring given on the wedding day. It’s a constant 
reminder of a promise that has been given from one to another. 
 
This person will remove the sin of the people in a single day. 
 
From that day onwards, a new era in humanity will open up. That's 
what verse 10 is about.  
 
It's a look back to the time of King Solomon. 1 Kings 4:25, “During 
Solomon's lifetime Judah and Israel, from Dan to Beersheba, lived in 
safety, each man under his own vine and fig-tree.” 
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Under this future King a new era of safety and blessing was to be 
expected. 
 
We know the prediction of Zechariah chapter 3 is fulfilled in the 
coming of Jesus Christ or Joshua to use the Hebrew way of saying 
his name.   
 
However, unlike the Joshua we meet in Zechariah chapter 3, this 
better Joshua born of Mary is the perfect high priest whose ways 
are spotless and pure.  
 
Out of love he takes our filthy garments on himself and deals with 
our son once and for all as he dies on the cross.  
 
That’s fantastic but it gets even better because all those who put 
their faith in Jesus also get to share in his perfect life and obedience, 
what the Bible calls his righteousness. Or in the picture language of 
Zechariah, we are clothed in the finest garments. 
 
It's not simply that the slate is wiped but the slate is wiped clean 
and filled with the perfect deeds of Jesus. 
 
This means the Christian who dies is completely acceptable for 
heaven the moment they put their trust in Jesus.  
 
Our salvation doesn't depend on us. It depends completely on Jesus.  
 
It is Jesus who makes us fit to be in the presence of a holy God. He 
removes our sin and he gives us perfection. 
 
I find marriage is a helpful illustration of what's going on. All I have, I 
share with you.  
 
What does all this mean for us? 
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●​ Are you fit to be in God’s presence? This is the answer! 
 
●​ Are you suffering from spiritual imposter syndrome? This is the 

answer! Perhaps you are hearing Satan’s whispers? Don’t listen 
to the people who try to tell you that you’re not too bad. Admit 
your badness and rejoice in grace. 

 
●​ Are we struggling with motivation to build the kingdom of God? 

This is the answer! 
 

●​ Are you struggling to believe there is a place for you in the 
building of the kingdom? This is the answer! 

 
Let’s pray. 


